
.,, 
0  so s7:*  

eh 7-9, s 	L  5,.. Zift2 0. 

"'L. PF101-  

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

REG /ON AL ADMINISTRATOR 

January 20, 2010 

Michael 0. Finley 
Chairman, Colville Business Council 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 
P.O. Box 150 
Nespelem, Washington 99155 

Dear Chairman Finley: 

At the request of Administrator Jackson, I am writing in response to your letter of 
December 23, 2009, on her behalf. I want to reassure you that the U,S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) is committed to completing a thorough and scientifically sound 
investigation of contamination released by the Trail Smelter, and to securing funds for any 
cleanup actions needed if the risk assessments demonstrate there are unacceptable human health 
or ecological risk. The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation (CCT) is a vital partner 
in the investigatiOn, and EPA believes that at the project level, our relationship is strong. 
Meaningful consultation as described in President Obarna's November 5 "Memorandum for the 
Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies" can only strengthen our relationship, and I 
welcome the opportunity to meet with you for a government-to-government consultation. 

In addition to requesting consultation, your letter raises the issue of immediate and long-
term funding needs. As you are aware, the CCT receives $250,000 in funding annually to cover 
the costs of yotir participation in the remedial investigation / feasibility study process. This is 
substantially more than we are able to provide to our tribal partners at other sites in the region, 
and for the past several years the CCT has ended the budget year with carry-over funds that are 
rolled forward to the next year. Given this situation, it is unclear to EPA how CCT would utilize 
additional funds if they were to become available. In addition to the annual funding of $250,000, 
the CCT will receive $1.23 million this year to fund a tribal consumption and resource use 
survey. This survey will be the most rigorous and thorough study of this type conducted in the 
region to date. EPA could not have designed or implemented this survey without the close 
cooperation and involvement of the CCT, and we believe the results will provide a sound 
foundation for the human health risk assessment. 

You are correct that Teck Camille() is funding the remedial investigation under a 2006 
settlement agreement with EPA. We believe this is the most appropriate funding mechanism 
possible. EPA has always placed a high priority on ensuring that polluters, not taxpayers, 
shoulder the burden of investigation and cleanup costs at hazardous waste - sites. 
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Because the Trail Smelter is the primary source of contamination, it is appropriate that 
Teck Cominco should pay the full costs of the investigation. We share your concern that the 
investigation be conducted properly, and we believe we have sufficient oversight and 
enforcement mechanisms in place to make sure that it is. 

Finally, we agree with the CCT that natural resource damage assessment (NRDA) 
activities should be closely coordinated with the remedial investigation wherever possible. Since 
damage assessment studies have not begun at this site yet, close coordination of these efforts has 
not begun. As you are aware, Superfund money cannot be spent on site-specific natural resource 
damage assessment activities. We wish the CCT every suceess in securing the necessary funds 
from the trustees to begin the studies, and we look forward to working with the trustees to ensure 
that the NRDA and remedial investigations .are conducted in the most efficient manner possible. 

EPA appreciates the CCT's unwavering advocacy for the environment in the Upper 
Columbia River Basin. I have asked my Senior Tribal Policy Advisor, Jim Woods, to contact 
your office to arrange a government-to-government consultation to discuss how we can best 
continue.  and strengthen our partnership. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle L. Pirzadeh 
Acting Regional Administrator 
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